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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Background 
 
The Port of Fort Pierce is one of the smaller ports in Florida in terms of the physical attributes of the 
port and has been virtually inactive in the past ten years. 
 
There is no formal port authority at Fort Pierce.  All port facilities are owned by private companies; 
the primary and most active one is a mega-yacht and refit facility named Derecktor, which currently 
accounts for 100% of the current vessel traffic in the port. 
 
Port History 
 
The port was served by a father and son (the Ergle family) from 1940 until 2001.  Prior to the mid 
1980’s, the port handled a considerable volume of cement, oil, minerals, refrigerated citrus and break 
bulk cargo, which provided a moderate income for the two pilots.  As ships grew larger, the physical 
limitations of the port (maximum 20 foot draft, a 250 foot wide channel and a small turning basin) 
drew ships to other ports and the port gradually declined to minimal level of traffic from 1987 to 2003.  
The volume of traffic and annual revenues were insufficient from 1987 to 2003 to support a single 
pilot in the port or afford such pilot the financial resources to provide for his own pilot boat. 
 
Captain Ergle (the son) suffered a serious injury in 2002 and the cross-licensed pilots from Palm 
Beach covered the needs of the port from 2002 to 2005.  Considering the 2.5 hour roundtrip driving 
commute from Palm Beach and the 1.5 to 2.0 handle time; the $150 minimum fee (2010 rates for draft 
and tonnage only) was well below the minimum handle fees in Palm Beach; and the Palm Beach pilots 
already had one of the highest workloads per pilot in Florida; the Palm Beach pilots were covering 
Fort Pierce more for piloting goodwill than for the extra income. 
 
Fort Pierce enjoyed a promising yet brief business venture in 2003 when Atlantic Caribbean Line 
started freight liner service to the Bahamas and other Caribbean Islands, operating through the Indian 
River Terminal in Fort Pierce. The business was expanding moderately in the early 2000’s, with three 
vessels running a scheduled service.  Yet by the end of the decade it proved an unsatisfactory venture, 
and they shutdown service in 2013. 
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In March 2006, Captain Leech, a retired Miami pilot moved to the Fort Pierce vicinity and assisted in 
Captain Wetzel’s deputy pilot training until April 2007, when Wetzel was appointed as a state pilot.  
Captain Wetzel tried to accommodate the piloting needs of the port, but he was consistently dealing 
with minimum volume; working as the sole, resident pilot; and unable to afford a suitable pilot boat.  
In 2008, he purchased a non-traditional pilot boat suitable only for small craft weather conditions.  
After a 2009 rate hearing and a subsequent administrative hearing on the approved rate increase, the 
predominate user of the port ceased operations and Captain Wetzel had to suspend his piloting 
operations. 
 
The Palm Beach pilots have covered the very limited traffic since 2013. 
 
But it cannot be ignored that this application is building upon a future for Fort Pierce.  Since Atlantic 
Caribbean Line ceased operations in about 2013, the port has suffered significantly.  Recent capital 
investment by a yacht repair company, Derecktor Shipyards, has a potential to significantly 
reinvigorate the port.  The shipyard management projects that as many as 80 mega-yachts could arrive 
for varying levels of repair.  Most of these mega-yachts have drafts in excess of the seven-foot 
required for pilotage, and most are flagged in foreign countries, therefore requiring a Florida licensed 
state pilot.  If this occurs, then the basis of annual estimated piloting revenue of $240,000 to $300,000 
could attract a licensed mariner that wants to establish a permanent pilot association in Fort Pierce (80 
yachts, 160 handles -- $1,500 to $1,875 pilotage fee = $240,000 to $300,000).  This development 
would reduce the demand upon the cross-licensed Palm Beach pilots.  In the meantime, fair and 
reasonable rates would provide increased compensation to the Palm Beach pilots covering the needs 
of this marginal port at Fort Pierce. 
 
Pilot associations, by statue, must operate as a responsible business entity with office, 
communications, and transportation infrastructure.  The pilots, or if only one pilot is available, must 
address the business issues – answering shipowners and agents’ questions and requests for pilots, 
coordinating tug assist as needed, perhaps arranging transportation to/from a ship at anchor.  They 
must also be engaged in the operations of the Port – working with the Harbormaster, local law 
enforcement, US agencies such as the Coast Guard (USCG), Customs and Border Protection (CBP), 
and Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE).  Also, community relations often require the time of 
the pilot, such as Harbor Safety Committees, City Manager meetings, local planning boards to name a 
few.  Then the local pilot must also be prepared to respond to a Port emergency such as a pier 
warehouse or ship fire when it is necessary to move a ship from the dock. 
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Analysis of the requested rates 
 
Given the historical and current business environment at the Port and the commuting required by the 
Palm Beach pilots, the existing rates do not provide fair and reasonable compensation to the pilots.  
The average pilotage fee for the 6 handles in 2020 was $527, which exceeds the minimum fee of $386 
by $141.  That average fee was reduced by the amount charged to the pilot (approximately $235) for 
pilot boat transits by TowBoat US. 
 
Our analysis of page C-7, applies the requested rate increase to the minimum requested sized vessels.  
Using the average pilotage fee for 2020 of $527, we estimate that the average pilotage fee using the 
requested rates multiplied by the aggregate percentage increase of 301.6% ($1,550 - $386 = $1,164 ÷ 
$386 = 301.6%) for the minimum sized vessels.  This produces a projected fee of $1,589 for the 
average sized vessels, applying the requested rates. 
 
The “base” minimum, requested pilot fee is $900 versus the current $386.  The cross-licensed pilots 
request a flat $400 (commuting) transit fee, and an unspecified pilot boat surcharge, based upon 
whatever the boat operator charges.  Given this unquantified charge, our analysis of the requested 
rates assumes a pilot boat charge of $250.  In previous rate applications and hearings, an unspecified 
or unquantified charge, such as the pilot boat fee in Fort Pierce, has not been approved by a Rate 
Review Committee. 
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CERTIFICATION OF INFORMATION PRESENTED IN APPLICATION 
 
The Investigative Committee did not identify any material deficiencies or errors in the application. 
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ANALYSIS OF DATA FOR REQUEST FOR CHANGE OF RATES [CHAPTER 310.151(5) 
FL. STATUTES]: 
 
The bold type represents the items listed in the above rule.  The standard type is information or 
comments by the investigative committee. 
 
In determining whether the requested rate change will result in fair, just, and reasonable 
rates, the Board shall give primary considerations to the public interest in promoting and 
maintaining efficient, reliable, and safe piloting services. 
 
The Board shall also give consideration to the following factors: 
 
1. The public interest in having qualified pilots available to respond promptly to vessels 

needing their service. 
 
 The pilots are essential to the safe movement of vessels within the pilotage waters of the 

State. In addition to their navigation and supervisory skills, they must be knowledgeable of 
local weather, hazards, silting, speed and direction of currents, and timing and direction of 
tidal movements.  They provide development of safety and operational guidelines for the 
port operation and participate in the process of port and professional regulations. 

 
 The pilots serve multiple public interests: 

 Protection of life and property 
 Protection of the environment and the economic base that is dependent upon it. 
 Providing a sense of security that the entire scope of responsibility is assumed only by 

the best qualified pilot available. 
 

The port is served primarily by two cross-licensed, Palm Beach Pilots.  The pilots do not 
have a designated pilot boat and must contract with TowBoat US, SeaTow or other 
commercial boat owners to transfer the pilots.  Although there are somewhat complicated 
logistics of: 1) commuting to and from Palm Beach and 2) the reliance on TowBoat US, or 
Sea Tow or other pilot transport; we have not received any negative comments on the 
timeliness or level of professional services provided by the pilots. 
 
At our public meeting on May 6, 2021, no interested parties other than pilots attended the 
meeting. 
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2. A determination of the average net income of pilots in the port, including the value of 

all benefits derived from service as a pilot.  For the purposes of the subparagraph, 
"net income of pilots" refers to total pilotage fees collected in the port, minus 
reasonable operating expenses, divided by the number of licensed and active state 
pilots within the ports. 

 
 Due to the historical inactivity in Fort Pierce, the application of Rule 61E13-2.005 FAC, to 

submit compiled financial statements for 2018 and 2019 and projected financial statements 
for 2020 through 2022, was deemed unnecessary.  Therefore, a determination of net income 
as defined above, as if Fort Pierce was a fully functioning port, is not relevant.  Instead, our 
analysis in Section 7 will present the current and requested handle fees for the Rate Review 
Committee to determine if such revenue per handle is a fair and reasonable charge for the 
users of the port and for the Palm Beach Pilots.  The Palm Beach Pilots that serve Fort 
Pierce do so on their own, off-watch time, and the net pilotage fee they earn is not part of 
the financial operations of the Palm Beach Harbor Pilots Association.  They earn and 
collect such fees individually. 
 

3. Reasonable operating expenses of pilots. 
 

See Above.  There is no relevant information to report, except for the cost of a pilot boat 
which is discussed elsewhere in our report. 

 
4. Pilotage rates in other ports. 
 

In most Florida ports at least one state pilot is dedicated to that port.  Fort Pierce has not had a 
dedicated state pilot since 2013, so it is served as needed by cross-licensed Palm Beach state pilots.  
Cross-licensed pilots are not considered “local”, and therefore travel time to provide pilotage 
services must be considered.  In the case of The Palm Beach Harbor Pilot’s Association (PBHPA) 
cross-licensed pilots for Fort Pierce, the round trip travel time is 2.5 hours minimum, and can often 
be longer during tourist season.  In the case of Fort Pierce proposed rate structure, PBHPA have 
included a travel time fee, which, should be noted, would not be applicable if Fort Pierce traffic 
were to increase enough to attract a full-time state pilot. 

  
The Palm Beach Harbor Pilot’s Association Application for Change in Rates of Pilotage offered 
four other Florida ports for comparison to Fort Pierce rates: Miami, Port Everglades, Port 
Canaveral and Palm Beach.  Port Canaveral and Palm Beach used the same rate structure as Fort 
Pierce. 

 
Using standard dimensions for small, large and extra-large vessels, Table 1 will help in making 
clear comparisons for rates within these ports: 

 
Small Vessel = 300-feet Length Overall (LOA), 50-feet Beam, 15-feet Draft, 2,000 Gross Tons 
Large Vessel = 600-feet Length Overall (LOA), 80-feet Beam, 25-feet Draft, 20,000 Gross Tons 
X-Large Vessel = 900-feet Length Overall (LOA), 120-feet, 30-feet Draft, 100,000 Gross Tons 
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4. Pilotage rates in other ports (continued) 
 
Tables 1 through 4 do not include surcharges for transit ($400) and pilot boat ($250) because those costs 
are already included in the approved rates for the other ports. 
 
Table 1: Port fee comparisons: small vessel rates are based upon the port’s minimum rates. 
 

Vessel 
Size 

Miami Palm 
Beach* 

Port 
Canaveral 

Port 
Everglades 

Fort Pierce 

Small $924.22 $325 $257.50 $914.03 $519.00 
Large $1,790.78 $1,080.00 $872.50 $2,132.76 N/A 
X-Large $4,138.69 $3,880.00 $3,175.00 $3,992.49 N/A 

*At this time Palm Beach has applied for a rate increase. 
 

Table 2: Neighboring Port comparisons: Present minimum and proposed fees with annual increases. 
 
Port Present Year 1 

2021 
Year 2 
2022 

Year 3 
2023 

 Year 5 
2024 

 Year 7 
2025 

 Year 10 
2026 

Fort Pierce $386 $900 $945 $992.25  $1,093.95  $1,206.08  $1,396.19
Palm 
Beach* 

$325 $500 $551.25 $578.81  $638.13  $703.53  $814.41 

Port 
Canaveral 

$257.50 n/a n/a n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a 

*Palm Beach has made an application for fee increase – these figures represent their proposed fees. 
 
Of note in Table 2, the proposed fee increase for Fort Pierce is significantly higher than Palm Beach’s 
proposed increase. This needs to be keep in perspective that Fort Pierce will never attract the quantity 
of traffic that Palm Beach enjoys – and keeping fees high enough to attract qualified pilots in 
necessary. 
 
Table 3: Fort Pierce actual and proposed fees based on present minimum and maximum size vessels. 
 
Comparative Vessels* Today  Proposed 

Year 1 
Proposed 
Year 2 

Proposed 
Year 5 

Proposed 
Year 7 

Proposed 
Year 10 

Small vessels (minimum 10-
feet Draft, 2,000 Gross tons) 

$386 $900 $945 $1,093.95 $1,396.19 $1,396.19 

Maximum size vessels (20-feet 
draft, 5,000 Gross tons) 

$832 $900 $945 $1,093.95 $1,396.19 $1,396.19 

 
* The standard Small/Large vessels do NOT call in the Port of Fort Pierce.  The small vessels are predominantly less than 500 Gross 
Tons, with a maximum draft of 10-feet and a maximum length of 250-feet.  The large vessels are predominantly maximum of 2000 Gross 
Tons, with a maximum draft of 15-feet and a maximum length of 500-feet. Based upon ship design, the gross tonnage of a vessel could in 
fact be significantly higher than the 5,000 GT minimum. 
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4. Pilotage rates in other ports (continued) 
 

Table 4: Fee per Nautical Mile (NM) 
 

Port Distance NM 
(S/B to Port) 

Fee for Small 
Vessel* 

Fee Per NM 

Miami 8.9 nm $924 $104 
Port 

Everglades 
3.5 nm $914 $261 

Palm Beach 4.0 nm $325 $81 
Port 

Canaveral 
6.0 nm $257 $43 

Fort Pierce 3.9 nm $519 $133 
Fort Pierce 
Proposed 

3.9 nm $900 $231 

*Small vessel used because Palm Beach and Fort Peirce only have these vessels 
 

Table 5: Revenue per Handles Analysis - Based on 2020 Data 
 

Florida 
Port 

Revenue Handle
s 

Revenue
/ 

Handle 

Avg 
Handl
e Time

Revenue
/ 

Handle 
Hour 

Jax/Fern $9,046,336 3,472 $2,606 4.0 $651 
Port 
Canaveral 

$3,015,515 1,143 $2,638 2.0 $1,319 

Fort Pierce $7,914 15** $527 2.5
or 1.5

$211 
or $351 

Palm 
Beach 

$1,280,027 2,123 $603 1.5 $402 

Port 
Everglade
s 

$17,223,606 8,176 $2,106 2.0 $1,053 

Miami $12,302,721 4,074 $3,020 2.0 $1,510 
Key 
West* 

$1,142,611 372 $3,071 2.5 $1,228 

Tampa $12,595,174 4,201 $2,998 7.5 $400 
Panama 
City 

$811,061 502 $1,616 2.5 $646 

Pensacola $81,426 43 $1,894 2.5 $757 
*  Key West significantly affected by cruise ship shutdown. 
** Presenting 15 handles from 2018 thru April 2021 for a better representation.  Also two   
different handle times have been represented, so we are presenting both. 
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4. Pilotage rates in other ports (continued) 
 
Table 6:  Pilotage Rates – 2018 data (Shaded cells indicate not applicable) 
 
 

 
*Indicates a travel stipend for cross-licensed state pilots  
** Panama City and Pensacola use a box formula to calculate rates as follows: Ship unit= (Length X Width) / 100. 
 

Florida 
Port 

Parameters Length 
/Feet 

Min. 
Feet 

Beam/ 
Feet 

Min. 
Feet 

Draft/ 
Feet 

Min. 
Feet 

GT/Ton Min. 
Ton 

Eff. 
Date 

Jacksonville 
Fernandina 
Beach 
 

GT < 10K $0.75    $3.75  $22.50   $12.50  1/1/21 
GT 10K-40K $1.00  $5.00  $25.00  $15.00  
GT 40K> $1.25  $8.50  $30.00  $22.50  
GT 80K> $1.50  $12.00  $40.00  $27.00  

Port 
Canaveral 

All 
Vessels 

    $12.50 12’ $0.028 2,500 10/1/18 

Palm 
Beach 

All  
Vessels 

     
$16.00 

 
13’ 

 
$0.034 

 
2,500 

8/1/14 

Port  
Everglades 

GT <10K $0.78797 100’ $3.93984 30’ $23.63906 18’ $0.01103 5,000 6/13/03 
GT 10K> $1.05063 100’ $5.25313  $31.51875 18’ $0.01471 5,000 
Draft 31’>     $31.7080    

Miami GT <10K $0.7959  $3.9795    $11.9386 5,000 5/19/18 
Draft <31’     $23.8772 18’   
Draft 31’>     $26.7979    
GT 10K> $1.0612   $5.306    $15.9181 5,000 
Draft <31’     $31.8362    
Draft 31’>     $35.7305    

Key West All  
Vessels 

    $18.40 12’ $0.0345 2,000 4/1/91 

Tampa GT <10K     $39.27 12’ $0.0713 2,600 2/1/10 
GT 10K>      $39.27 20’ $0.0713 2,600 

Panama 
City** 
 

All Vessels Pilot 
Unit 

$2.70
/Unit 

Min. 
175 
Units 

 $29.33 16’   9/27/19 

Pensacola*
* 

All Vessels Pilot 
Unit 

$2.00
/Unit 

Min. 
200 
Units 

 $25.00 16’   8/19/11 

Fort Pierce All Vessels     $26.60 10’ $0.06 2,000 5/1/10 

Fort 
Pierce 
Proposed* 

 
All Vessels 

     
$30.00 

 
20’ 

 
$0.06 

 
5,000 
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5. The amount of time each pilot spends on actual piloting duty and the amount of time 

spent on other essential support services. 
 
 The drive from Palm Beach to Fort Pierce is 70 miles.  Depending on traffic conditions, the 

round trip takes approximately 2.5 hours.  The average handle time is 1.5 hours.  Other non-
piloting, administrative time for communications, billing and other logistical requirements 
may add additional variable time.  Potential delays by the vessels and waiting on a pilot boat 
may add unplanned time which can affect the pilot’s ability to return to Palm Beach for on-
watch duties.  Given such variables, the on-site handle time can range from 1.5 to 2.5 hours, 
therefore, rounding up to a total 5.0 hours per handle is reasonable. 

 
This application is unique in that the Palm Beach Harbor Pilots are making the application 
for the Port of Fort Pierce because they are providing cross-licensed state pilot to Fort 
Pierce when required because the permanent state pilot in Fort Pierce retired in 2013.  
Proposed reasonable fee increases may be viable toward future growth within the Port. 

 
6. The prevailing compensation available to individuals in other maritime services of 

comparable professional skill and standing. 
 
It is clear that Fort Pierce is not a port in which comparable, full-time pilot income is 
relevant to the rate making analysis.  Palm Beach Pilots average net income in 2018 and 
2019 (prior to the COVID pandemic) was approximately $370,000 per year.  Comparable 
Pilot compensation in ports that handle larger vessels and a high volume of traffic range 
between $400,000 and $600,000 per year.  Palm Beach normally has a high volume of traffic 
but does not handle significant numbers of very large vessels.  $370,000 equates to $180 per 
hour for a 2,080 hours full-time year.  Given a 5.0 hour average time requirement at $180 
per hour, a Fort Pierce handle would generate $900.00, which is the pilots’ request, except 
for the cost of the pilot boat and the transit fee.  However, the pilots are requesting a $400 
transit fee, which is substantially more than a mileage reimbursement at IRS rates of $0.56 
per mile ($78.40), the difference of which ($321.60) is compensation for their travel time. 

 
7. The impact rate change may have in individual pilot compensation and whether such 

change will lead to a shortage of licensed state pilots, certified deputy pilots, or 
qualified pilot applicants. 

 
Rather than analyzing individual, annual compensation for a typical high volume port, the 
analysis below presents the historical, present and requested minimum revenue per handle, in 
order to answer the following: 
 

 Will the requested rate provide a fair and reasonable pilotage fee to the users of the 
port and also be sufficient to fairly compensate the Palm Beach pilots for their time, 
effort and risks? 
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7. The impact rate change may have in individual pilot compensation and whether such 

change will lead to a shortage of licensed state pilots, certified deputy pilots, or 
qualified pilot applicants. (continued) 

 
Our analysis presents the basic draft and tonnage charges without consideration for 
docking/undocking, shifting, and detention/cancellation charges which are considered 
infrequent and immaterial to the overall analysis. 

 
However, the requested rates as presented below include an estimated pilot boat fee of $250 
(although the application requests including the amount so billed) and the $400 transit 
surcharge added to each handle. 

 
 

 
 Pre-2010 Rates 2010 Rates 2021 Requested Rates 
    
Draft Rate $12.50 $26.60 $30.00 
Minimum Feet 10’ 10’ 20’ 
    
Tonnage Rate $ .015 $ .060 $ .060 
Minimum GRT 2500 2000 5000 
    
Draft Fee $125.00 $266.00 $600.00 
GRT Fee    37.50  120.00  300.00 
   Total $162.50 $386.00 $900.00 
    
Plus Pilot Boat (estimate) N/A N/A $250.00 
Travel Fee N/A N/A    400.00 
User Grand Totals $162.50 $386.00 $1550.00 
Less Pilot Boat Fee ----- <200.00> <250.00> 
   Total Pilot Net Fee $162.50 $186.00 $1300.00 
    
   Increase to User  $1,164  
   Increase to Pilot (net)  $1,114  
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7. The impact rate change may have in individual pilot compensation and whether such 

change will lead to a shortage of licensed state pilots, certified deputy pilots, or 
qualified pilot applicants. (continued) 
 
Although the grand total increase to the user is $1164, ($1550 - $386), the net increase for the 
pilot is $1,114 ($1300 - $186). 
 
$1300 per handle net income to the pilot for approximately 5 hours of time, produces $260 per 
hour.  Comparing $260 per hour times a full 2,080 hours per year is somewhat distorting to fair 
compensation.  Rather, average revenue per handle hour for a typical port is a common 
benchmark for overall pilot responsibilities for a given year.  Current revenue per handle hour in 
Palm Beach is over $400.  The average on-site handle time of 2.0 hours (range of 1.5 to 2..5 
hours) without the transit time, divided into the $1,300 per handle produces $650 per handle, 
which is still within the ranges of revenue per handle hour presented in table 5 of this report. 
 
The Pilots’ request for the Rate Review Committee to approve a pilot boat arrangement at 
whatever the operator charges, may not be in the best interest of the users of the port.  Although 
the committee has authorized fixed charges such as: Harbor Control fee (Miami) and a training 
and technology fee (Jacksonville), these are fixed charges versus an open-ended charge in the 
Fort Pierce application. 
 
Since the pilots and the operator (usually TowBoat US), have a historical, usual and customary 
charge of approximately $250, by approving a fixed allowance of approximately $250, along 
with the 5% CPI annual increase, gives the pilots the opportunity to offer all interested or 
potential boat operators a “not-to-exceed” price and perhaps a lower offer is extended, to the 
benefit of the users. 
 

8. Projected changes in vessel traffic. 
 

There were 6 handles in 2020 and two handles as of April, 2021.  The pilots indicated that the 
yacht dry-dock operator is fairly new to the port and expects traffic to increase but not more 
than 20 handles for 2021.  The dry dock can accommodate vessels up to 275 feet, but not all 
such vessels have draft of 7 or more feet and do not require a pilot.  The larger yachts over 150 
feet in length have drafts of 10 to 12 feet would generate a pilotage fee which is greater than the 
minimum fee.  With only 6 handles in 2020, we have insufficient data to quantify projected 
revenue on the various sizes of vessels that may call on the port in the future. 
 
On a regulatory matter, the pilots have hearsay information that some yachts with over 7 foot 
draft have not requested a pilot, in violation of Chapter 310.141, Florida Statues. 
 

9. Cost of retirement and fringe benefit plans. 
 

Not applicable 
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10. Physical risks inherent in piloting 
 

The vessels calling at the port are predominantly less than 300 feet in length or tug/barge units 
which are subject to greater pitch and roll conditions than larger vessels, posing greater risk to 
the pilot while boarding or disembarking. Boarding a vessel is one of the most difficult and 
dangerous events of piloting.  Pilots board vessels in the open ocean (approximately ½ mile 
outside the sea buoy) under a variety of conditions at considerable personal risk.  All work is 
done in narrow channels dredged through coral with small under keel clearance. 

 
11. Special characteristics, dangers and risks of port 
 

Strong and unpredictable currents where channel intersects the ICW, a high concentration of 
small vessels and yachts exists. Due to the lack of commercial vessel activity in the port 
recreational boaters tend to not interpret the dangers of approaching larger vessels or 
anchoring near the channel. 
 
Lengths of various “Pilotage Waters’ channels: 
 
Entrance Range channel is 2.4 NM, the Inner Range Channel is 1.2 NM and the Turning Basin 
is 0.3 NM 

 
Widths of various “Pilotage Waters” channels: 
 
The Entrance Channel varies from 250 feet to 400 feet at the widener and the Inner Range 
Channel is 385 feet at the widener to 250 feet.  The turning basin varies from 250 feet to 2200 
feet. 
 
Depths of various “Pilotage Waters” channels: 

 
A federal project provides for a channel with a 30-foot depth up to the western end of the 
jetties then a 28-foot depth through the remainder of the channel and turning basin. Actual 
depths are less due to shoaling.  Palm Beach Pilots advise that vessels transit channels drawing 
less than 19-feet.  High water timed passage with 21-feet is permissible, with the most recent 
survey show a controlling depth of 20.4 feet. 
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11. Special characteristics, dangers and risks of port (continued) 

 
List of unusual hazards to navigation: 
 
The channel is very narrow and there are a high number of small vessels and yachts using the 
channel.  Strong and unpredictable cross-currents are encountered in the area between the 
jetties and where the channel intersects the ICW.  These cross-currents are aggravated by the 
wind direction. The bridge south of the port has been hit several times by small vessels not 
using a pilot, and requires careful evaluation by the pilot of current and wind when 
maneuvering vessels in the southern part of the turning basin. 

 
List “Weather Related” hazards to navigation: 
 
The land surrounding the channel is very low and offers very little protection from the wind.  
Traffic is restricted when the winds reach 25 knots.  During periods of bad weather, the 
entrance channel tends to shoal reducing the available draft for vessel calling at the port. 
 
List limitations imposed by Association: 
 
Traffic is generally restricted to one-way movement.  Vessels with deep draft, high freeboard, 
or poor handling characteristics may be restricted to day light, high water, slack conditions 
transit.  Vessels over 500 feet in length will be restricted to daylight high water only.  Barges 
with length overall of 300 feet or more must be in the notch or, if towed by a single tug, may 
require an assist tug. 

 
 
12. Other relevant information: 

 
Pilot Boat: 

 
Fort Pierce does not have a pilot boat.   Palm Beach Pilots must hire TowBoat US, Seatow or 
other boat operators to transport them to and from vessels, or hitch a ride on a harbor tug if 
available. In both circumstances the vessels used are not designed and fendered as a pilot boat.  
There is also a disconnect in operational intentions between the boat operator and the pilot.  
These circumstances increase the risk for the pilots when boarding or disembarking a vessel. 

 
Harbor Assist Tugs: 

 
At present, there are no dedicated ship-assist tugs in Fort Pierce.  Tugs from (Palm Beach, Port 
Canaveral or Port Everglades) may need to be dispatched. 
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13. The Board may take into consideration the consumer price index or any other 
comparable economic indicator when fixing rates of pilotage; however, because the 
Consumer Price Index or such other comparable economic indicator is primarily 
related to net income rather than rates, the Board shall not use it as the sole factor in 
fixing rates of pilotage. 

 
The analysis of the Consumer Price Index (CPI) does not provide relevant comparison data 
in the port of Fort Pierce as with other Pilotage Rate Applications, because of the logistical 
challenges of: low traffic, small vessels, no local pilots, and the commuting required for the 
Palm Beach pilots.  However, for reference purposes, we present the following CPI related 
information: 
 

  
CPI January 2010 216.687 
CPI – April 2021 267.054 
Increase 50.367 
% Increase 23.24% 
  
Current Minimum Fee $  386.00 
CPI Adjusted Fee $  475.71 
  
Requested Minimum Fee $1,550.00 
  
Difference $1,074.29 
  
Less: Surcharges for Transit Fee ($400) 

-$650.00 
   and Pilot Boats ($250) 
  
Adjusted Difference $424.29 
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